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loving intimacy which is sought.  What can the
lover desire before the Beloved ? Who can be his enemy
when he sees the Beloved in all around ? Where is the
ground for pride when he knows that all he has is the
unearned gift of the Beloved ? Yet he can be proud of
Him, he can even dare to quarrel with Him when He
withholds His grace, he can pour out his heart in passion-
ate burning  desire for Him.  The Bhagavatam
(10 : 29 :15) says : " He who directs towards God
passion, anger, fear, affection, self-hood and friendship
is bound to obtain absorption in Him." This is how the
child too is concentrated in its mother, scolding her if it
falls, running away from her and threatening never to
kiss her again unless she gives the longed-for sweets or
toys. The very sense of his separateness falls away in
time, and the devotee identifies himself wholly with the
Beloved's interests. Dadu asks pathetically: <( I would
fain send a message to my Beloved if He were outside ;

what message can I send to Him who dwells in my body,
mind and eyes ? " This is the total loyalty of a true
servant who exists solely to be of use to his Master, of
a true wife who lives only to give her Husband pleasure.
Yet, as S tells us (p. 447): " Though love is a unitive
experience, it presupposes the duality of the experiencing
subjects. . . . Love involves otherness, and even in the
highest states of bliss, when the self-feeling is effaced,
love is a dual relation and a double fruition. . . . The
one Self that is without a second sports as two, as the
lover and the beloved, without losing His wholeness."
However close her union with the Beloved, the soul
(jiva) eternally remains distinct from Him, even when
unconscious of the difference; otherwise love would
cease, and union come to an end with it.

2. One-pointed devotees are the best. With
faltering voice,1 thrills of ecstasy, and tears as

1 lit: blocked throat (kanthavarodha).